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Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations 

TEMPORARY BYPASS AUTHORIZATION 

is (are) authorized, as of March 26, 2025 for 504 hours until April 15, 2025 to deposit effluent with physical or biological

treatment and a volume of 2761500 m3 from

• Latitude (N): 48.4199 Longitude (W): 123.3973

into Salish Sea (Juan de Fuca Straight)

IMPORTANT: Please refer to sections 45.1 and 45.2 of these Regulations for the conditions and compliance

requirements related to the authorization. Please also note that this authorization may be revoked under section 47(3) of

the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations.

Authorization Officer

Name of owner: Capital Regional District

Address of owner: Civic:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7

Mailing:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6

Name of operator: Capital Regional District

Address of operator: Civic:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7

Mailing:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6

in respect of

Name of wastewater system: McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Plant

Address of wastewater system: Civic:
337 Victoria View Road
Esquimalt, British Columbia, V9A 3Z3

Signature: ________________________ Date: ________________________

Name: ________________________ Title: ________________________

February 21, 2025

Acting Manager, WastewaterKarissa Aubie

Aubie, Karissa
Digitally signed by Aubie, 
Karissa 
Date: 2025.02.21 14:18:06 
-05'00'



Ministry of Environment and 
  Parks 

Authorization & Remediation Branch 
Environmental Protection Division 

Website: www.gov.bc.ca/env 
Guidance, Forms and Fees 

February 19, 2025 Authorization Number: 108831 

VIA EMAIL: 
Samantha Silva: ssilva@crd.bc.ca  

Capital Regional District 
625 Fisgard Street 
Victoria BC V8W 2S6 

Dear Capital Regional District 

Re:   Request for Temporary Bypass of Authorized Works at McLoughlin Point 
Wastewater Treatment Facility pursuant to section 49, Municipal Wastewater 
Regulation, Registration 108831 

On December 6, 2024, the Ministry of Environment and Parks (ENV) received your updated 
request for approval of a temporary bypass of works authorized under Municipal Wastewater 
Regulation Registration 108831 at McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility.  

Bypass Request: 

The Capital Regional District (CRD) is requesting a bypass of their secondary and tertiary 
treatment trains at the McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility to undertake regular 
maintenance of the dirty backwash tanks that support the biological aerated filters and the disc 
filters.  The bypass is requested for up to 21 continuous days between March and May 2025, 
and will result in an estimated 131.5 m3/day of primary treated effluent discharged to the 
marine environment via the McLoughlin Point marine outfall (1,925m long and 60m depth). 

Conditional Approval of Bypass: 

Pursuant to Section 49(2)(b) of the Municipal Wastewater Regulation, a temporary bypass of 
the moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological aerated filters, and the disc filters are approved 
subject to the following conditions: 

a) The maximum duration of the bypass is 21 continuous days between March 1, 2025 to
May 31, 2025 inclusive.

b) The discharge of effluent may bypass the moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological
aerated filters, and the disc filters. All other registered works must remain in operation.

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=754AD00AAA95453BAF2AAC1FC2A7F6ED
mailto:ssilva@crd.bc.ca
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c) The effluent quality must not exceed 230 mg/L total suspended solids and carbonaceous 
biochemical oxygen demand.  
 

d) The CRD must notify the director by email at ENVCIA@gov.bc.ca immediately prior to 
commencement of the bypass and within 24 hours of termination of the bypass event. 
The notification of termination must confirm the duration of the bypass event. 
 

e) The CRD must conduct the following receiving environment monitoring program unless 
inaccessible due to unsafe conditions: 

i. 4 sampling events: one approximately one week prior to the bypass, two during 
the bypass and one approximately one week after the bypass. 

ii. Six sampling locations: edge of the Initial Dilution Zone (IDZ), Haystock Islets, 
Ogden Point Breakwater, Foot of Cook Street, Trial Island, Chatham/Discovery 
Islands. 

iii. Parameters: fecal coliform, enterococci, bacterial source tracking. 
 
All other monitoring requirements in Registration 108831 remain in effect. 

  
f) If receiving environment monitoring results show exceedances of recreational or 

shellfish harvesting guidelines, all First Nations identified for consultation and the public 
must be notified.  
 

g) The results of all monitoring conducted in Condition e (requirement above) must be 
uploaded into EMS within 30 days of the completion of the bypass event.  

 
h) A bypass summary report must be submitted to the Director via 

EnvAuthorizationsReporting@gov.bc.ca, Sc’ianew First Nation, Esquimalt Nation and 
Songhees Nation within 60 days of the completion of the bypass event which includes 
the following: 
 

i. Compendium of the municipal effluent flow, municipal effluent quality and 
receiving environment monitoring data. 

ii. Proof of unsafe conditions if unable to undertake the monitoring.  
iii. A comparison of receiving environment monitoring results to the appropriate 

Water Quality Guidelines and a discussion of the effect of any exceedances on 
the quality of the receiving environment, using appropriate statistical and 
graphical analysis.  

iv. An evaluation of the maintenance work with predictions for future bypass 
requirements.  

v. Estimate the minimum dilution based on concurrent effluent and receiving 
environment water quality samples at the edge of the initial dilution zone and far-
field sites and discuss how the calculated minimum dilution compares to the 
predicted dilution from the model; 

 

mailto:ENVCIA@gov.bc.ca
mailto:EnvAuthorizationsReporting@gov.bc.ca
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i) By September 1, 2025, the CRD must update their Operating Plan to include all regular 
maintenance activities that require bypasses of authorized works with recommendations 
for how and when to undertake that work to minimize any associated bypass requests.  
 

Failure to comply with any conditions of this letter will invalidate the approval.  
 
Any requests for extensions on the duration of the bypass should form a new formal request to 
the director for review and decision. 
 
With the exception of the temporary bypass of moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological 
aerated filters, and the disc filters, this letter does not affect any other requirements of the 
Municipal Wastewater Regulation which remain in full force and effect.   
 
The CRD must immediately report spills to the environment in accordance with the Spill 
Reporting Regulation, which among other things, requires notification to Emergency 
Management BC at 1-800-663-3456. Please refer to the ENV website for reporting a spill 
requirements. 
 
This letter does not constitute approval by any other agency with jurisdiction over this matter.  
This letter does not authorize entry upon, crossing over, or use for any purpose of private or 
Crown lands or works, unless and except as authorized by the owner of such lands or works. 
The responsibility for obtaining such authority rests with the CRD.  
 
This letter is issued pursuant to the provisions of the Environmental Management Act to ensure 
compliance with Section 120(3) of that statute, which makes it an offence to discharge waste, 
from a prescribed industry or activity, without proper authorization. It is also the responsibility 
of the CRD to ensure that all activities conducted under this letter are carried out with regard to 
the rights of third parties, and comply with other applicable legislation that may be in force. 
 
This decision may be appealed to the Environmental Appeal Board in accordance with Part 8 of 
the Environmental Management Act. An appeal must be delivered 30 days from the date that the 
notice of this decision is given. For further information, please contact the Environmental 
Appeal Board at 250-387-3464.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Senior Environmental 
Protection Officer, Melanie Mamoser by email at melanie.mamoser@gov.bc.ca at 250-739-
8328. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
Liz Archibald 
for director, Environmental Management Act 
 
cc:  Glen Harris, Capital Regional District 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/crbc/crbc/187_2017
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/crbc/crbc/187_2017
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/spills-environmental-emergencies/report-a-spill
mailto:melanie.mamoser@email.gov.bc.ca
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Chris Lowe, Capital Regional District 
 
Barri Rudolph, Capital Regional District 
 
Corinne Proux, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 
Ruth Sauder, Sc’ianew First Nation 

 
Charmaine Caughlin, Songhees Nation 



From: Eaux-usées / Wastewater (ECCC)
To: Chris Lowe; Peter Kickham
Cc: Eaux-usées / Wastewater (ECCC)
Subject: Issued Temporary Bypass Authorization - Capital Regional District - McLoughlin Point WWTP
Date: Thursday, May 14, 2026 12:51:42 PM
Attachments: image001.png

CapitalRegionalDistrict-McLoughlin WWTP-TempBypassAuth.pdf

CRD IT SECURITY WARNING: This Email is from an EXTERNAL source. Ensure you trust this
sender before clicking on any links or attachments.

Hello,
 
The attached Temporary Bypass Authorization (TBA) has been issued under the
Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations for the McLoughlin Point Wastewater
Treatment Plant owned by the Capital Regional District (Victoria, BC). This authorization
allows the Capital Regional District – McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Plant to
deposit bypassed effluent that has received physical or biological treatment from the
final discharge point into the Salish Sea (Straight of Juan de Fuca), subject to the volume
not exceeding 2,174,250 m3 and the duration not exceeding 13 days (312 hours)
between May 22nd and June 18th 2026.
 

Please note this authorization only covers the parameters and dates listed above. If you
need to update information on the bypass, please contact ECCC.
 
Conditions of the Temporary Bypass Authorization
Capital Regional District is authorized to deposit bypassed effluent during the period of
work as long as the conditions specified in the authorization are met. This includes
implementing the mitigation and monitoring measures of the application.
 
Compliance Obligations of the Temporary Bypass Authorization

During the bypass, the owner or operator must continue to sample, monitor and
submit report at the final discharge point, per usual

While the authorization is in effect, it is not required to comply with the
effluent quality standards at the final discharge point
If an acute lethality test fails during the authorization, it is not required to
increase testing frequency
If monitoring equipment is normally used to record the daily volume or rate
of flow but is inoperable during the bypass, a method of estimation can be
used to determine the daily volume in accordance with subsection 7(4)

If the system has CSO points, the owner or operator must continue to monitor and
report as required

 

mailto:eu-ww@ec.gc.ca
mailto:clowe@crd.bc.ca
mailto:pkickham@crd.bc.ca
mailto:eu-ww@ec.gc.ca
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Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations 


 


TEMPORARY BYPASS AUTHORIZATION 


 


 


is (are) authorized, as of May 22, 2026 for 312 hours until June 18, 2026 to deposit effluent with physical or biological


treatment and a volume of 2174250 m3 from


• Latitude (N): 48.4199 Longitude (W): 123.3973


into Salish Sea (Straight of Juan de Fuca - Victoria Bight)


 


IMPORTANT: Please refer to sections 45.1 and 45.2 of these Regulations for the conditions and compliance


requirements related to the authorization. Please also note that this authorization may be revoked under section 47(3) of


the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations.


  


 


Authorization Officer


 


 


Name of owner: Capital Regional District


Address of owner: Civic:


625 Fisgard Street


Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7


Mailing:


625 Fisgard Street


Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6


Name of operator: Capital Regional District


Address of operator: Civic:


625 Fisgard Street


Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7


Mailing:


625 Fisgard Street


Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6


in respect of


Name of wastewater system: McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Plant


Address of wastewater system: Civic:


337 Victoria View Road


Esquimalt, British Columbia, V9A 3Z3


Signature: ________________________ Date: ________________________


Name: ________________________ Title: ________________________Zeina Saikali Manager, Wastewater Section





				2026-05-14T15:31:48-0400

		Saikali, Zeina











Final Report
A final report must be sent to ECCC, within 90 days after the last day of the period of the
authorization, that contains the following information:

the actual dates of the bypass
the actual duration of the deposits (in hours)
the actual or estimated volume of all deposits (in m3)
a description of the actual treatment applied to the effluent, if any
a description of how the mitigation and monitoring measures were implemented
during the bypass
any results of notification received since the TBA application was submitted (e.g.
news articles, feedback online, etc.)
the results of the sampling and monitoring conducted during the bypass period, if
applicable

This includes samples of the bypassed effluent and any samples collected in
the receiving environment

a confirmation of the existence of a plan that describes future planned
modifications to the wastewater system and other measures that will be taken to
reduce the need for future temporary bypass authorizations. The plan must
include a schedule for implementation
a declaration that this plan is available to the public

Information on how it is publicly accessible must be provided (e.g. a website
link)

Revocation
A temporary bypass authorization may be revoked after it has been issued if:

the information contained in the TBA application is false or misleading
the TBA holder has failed to implement the mitigation and monitoring measures
that were listed in the application
the TBA holder has failed to comply with the compliance obligations
new information indicates that the authorized deposit had or is likely to have an
effect on fish, fish habitat or the use of fish by persons that is more adverse than
the effects that were anticipated when the authorization was issued

 
For more information on temporary bypass authorizations, please consult this
factsheet.
 
Regards,
 
Section des eaux usées
Division des produits forestiers et Loi sur les pêches
Environnement et Changement climatique Canada / Gouvernement du Canada
eu-ww@ec.gc.ca  / Tél. : 819-420-7727 / Téléc. : 819-420-7380

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https://www.canada.ca/en/environment-climate-change/services/wastewater/system-effluent-regulations-reporting/overview/temporary-bypass-authorizations.html__;!!AKbekF-RX0B9xik!NfCxfeJqJd7J78Q4A0ePew2meajo9HAeWP3Gh6J9NQGyXCbfhztRgOVFvSzRGwRtwu0Mod9Hmo6wsQ$
mailto:eu-ww@ec.gc.ca


 
Wastewater Section
Forest Products and Fisheries Act Division
Environment and Climate Change Canada / Government of Canada
eu-ww@ec.gc.ca  / Tel: 819-420-7727 / Fax: 819-420-7380
 

 

 
Ce courriel a comme seul but de fournir de l'information.  Ce courriel n’est pas un substitut pour la lecture du Règlement sur
les effluents des systèmes d'assainissement des eaux usées (RESAEU) et ne remplace ni ne modifie en aucune façon la Loi
sur les pêches ou le RESAEU. En cas de divergence entre l’information contenue dans ce courriel et la Loi ou le RESAEU,
la Loi et le RESAEU ont préséance. Les personnes aux prises avec des problèmes juridiques précis sont priées de consulter
un avocat.
 
This email is intended to provide guidance only. This document is not a substitute for reading the Wastewater Systems
Effluent Regulations (WSER) and does not in any way supersede or modify the Fisheries Act or the WSER. In the event of
an inconsistency between the content of this email and the Act and/or the WSER, the Act and the WSER prevail. Individuals
with specific legal problems are urged to seek advice from legal counsel.

mailto:ec.eaux-usees-wastewater.ec@ec.gc.ca


Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations 

TEMPORARY BYPASS AUTHORIZATION 

is (are) authorized, as of May 22, 2026 for 312 hours until June 18, 2026 to deposit effluent with physical or biological

treatment and a volume of 2174250 m3 from

• Latitude (N): 48.4199 Longitude (W): 123.3973

into Salish Sea (Straight of Juan de Fuca - Victoria Bight)

IMPORTANT: Please refer to sections 45.1 and 45.2 of these Regulations for the conditions and compliance

requirements related to the authorization. Please also note that this authorization may be revoked under section 47(3) of

the Wastewater Systems Effluent Regulations.

Authorization Officer

Name of owner: Capital Regional District

Address of owner: Civic:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7

Mailing:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6

Name of operator: Capital Regional District

Address of operator: Civic:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 1R7

Mailing:
625 Fisgard Street
Victoria, British Columbia, V8W 2S6

in respect of

Name of wastewater system: McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Plant

Address of wastewater system: Civic:
337 Victoria View Road
Esquimalt, British Columbia, V9A 3Z3

Signature: ________________________ Date: ________________________

Name: ________________________ Title: ________________________Zeina Saikali Manager, Wastewater Section

Saikali, Zeina Digitally signed by Saikali, Zeina 
Date: 2026.05.14 15:31:48 -04'00'



 
 

 

Ministry of Environment and  
  Parks 

Authorization & Remediation Branch 
Environmental Protection Division 

Website: www.gov.bc.ca/env 
Guidance, Forms and Fees 

 

May 11, 2026 Authorization Number: 108831 
 
VIA EMAIL: pkickham@crd.bc.ca 
 
Capital Regional District 
625 Fisgard Street 
Victoria BC V8W 2S6 
 
  
Dear Capital Regional District 
 
Re:   Request for Temporary Bypass of Authorized Works at McLoughlin Point 

Wastewater Treatment Facility pursuant to section 49, Municipal Wastewater 
Regulation, Registration 108831 

 
On April 24, 2026, the Ministry of Environment and Parks (ENV) received your updated 
request for approval of a temporary bypass of works authorized under Municipal Wastewater 
Regulation Registration 108831 at McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility.  
 
Bypass Request: 
 
The Capital Regional District (CRD) is requesting a bypass of their secondary and tertiary 
treatment trains at the McLoughlin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility to undertake 
corrective maintenance on an inlet valve to the biological aerated filters. The bypass is 
requested for up to 13 continuous days between May 22 to June 3, 2026, and will result in an 
estimated 131,500 m3/day of primary treated effluent discharged to the marine environment via 
the McLoughlin Point marine outfall (1,925m in length at a depth of 60m). 
 
Conditional Approval of Bypass: 

 
Pursuant to Section 49(2)(b) of the Municipal Wastewater Regulation, a temporary bypass of 
the moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological aerated filters, and the disc filters is approved 
subject to the following conditions: 
 

a) The maximum duration of the bypass is 13 continuous days between May 22 and June 3, 
2026 inclusive with an anticipated duration of 9 days.  
 

b) The discharge of effluent may bypass the moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological 
aerated filters, and the disc filters. All other registered works must remain in operation. 
 

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content?id=754AD00AAA95453BAF2AAC1FC2A7F6ED


Capital Regional District   108831 
May 11, 2026   Page 2 of 5 

 

c) The effluent quality must not exceed 230 mg/L total suspended solids and carbonaceous 
biochemical oxygen demand.  
 

d) The CRD must notify the director by email at ENVCIA@gov.bc.ca immediately prior to 
commencement of the bypass and within 24 hours of termination of the bypass event. 
The notification of termination must confirm the duration of the bypass event. 
 

e) The CRD must conduct the following receiving environment monitoring program unless 
inaccessible due to unsafe conditions: 
 

Frequency Location  Parameters 

Four sampling days: 
Approximately 1 week 
before the bypass; Two 
sampling events during 
the bypass; 
Approximately one week 
after the bypass 
 

Near-field:          
12 Surface water sites 
around the outfall as per 
map in Appendix 1. 

 
Fecal coliforms; 
Enterococci 

Far-field:  
Tl’ches Islands; Trial 
Island; Waterfront at 
Cook Street; Ogden 
Point; Esquimalt 
Harbour; Esquimalt 
Lagoon; Haystock Islets 
as per map in Appendix 
1. 
 

Fecal coliforms; 
Enterococci; 
Bacterial Source 
Tracking to affirm 
human vs non-
human sources 
 

 
All other monitoring requirements in Registration 108831 remain in effect. 

  
f) If receiving environment monitoring results show exceedances of recreational or 

shellfish harvesting guidelines outside the federal shellfish harvest area closure 19.1, all 
First Nations identified in the bypass application and the Health Authority must be 
notified.  
 

g) The results of all monitoring conducted in Condition e (requirement above) must be 
uploaded into EnMoDS within 30 days of the completion of the bypass event.  

 
h) A Bypass Summary Report must be submitted to the director via 

EnvAuthorizationsReporting@gov.bc.ca, and Songhees Nation, Esquimalt Nation, 
Sc’ianew First Nation, Tsawout First Nation, and Tsartlip First Nation within 60 days of 
the completion of the bypass event which includes the following: 

i. Compendium of the municipal effluent flow, municipal effluent quality and 

mailto:ENVCIA@gov.bc.ca
mailto:EnvAuthorizationsReporting@gov.bc.ca
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receiving environment monitoring data. The reports must include all 
municipal effluent quality results until the effluent returns to pre-bypass 
quality. 

ii. Proof of unsafe conditions if unable to undertake the monitoring. 
iii. A comparison of receiving environment monitoring results to the appropriate 

Water Quality Guidelines and a discussion of the effect of any exceedances 
on the quality of the receiving environment, using appropriate statistical and 
graphical analysis. 

iv. An evaluation of the maintenance work with predictions for future 
bypass requirements. 

v. Estimate the minimum dilution based on concurrent effluent and 
receiving environment water quality samples at the edge of the initial 
dilution zone and far- field sites and discuss how the calculated minimum 
dilution compares to the predicted dilution from the model. 

 
i) By October 31, 2026, the CRD must: 

i. Provide effluent dispersion modelling of effluent during predicted bypass 
events to characterize dilution and exposure in receiving waters.  

ii. Submit a further update to the Operating Plan for the WWTF informed by 
the results of the Maintenance Bypass Risk and Mitigation Assessment. This 
update must identify and evaluate design and operational measures to reduce 
the frequency, duration, and necessity of maintenance-related bypasses, and 
include recommendations for how and when identified maintenance 
activities should be undertaken to minimize future bypass requests. These 
recommendations must include design changes to prevent future bypasses 
for biological aerated filter inlet valves. 

 
Failure to comply with any conditions of this letter will invalidate the approval.  
 
Any requests for extensions on the duration of the bypass should form a new formal request to 
the director for review and decision. 
 
With the exception of the temporary bypass of moving bed biofilm reactors, the biological 
aerated filters, and the disc filters, this letter does not affect any other requirements of the 
Municipal Wastewater Regulation which remain in full force and effect.   
 
The CRD must immediately report spills to the environment in accordance with the Spill 
Reporting Regulation, which among other things, requires notification to Emergency 
Management BC at 1-800-663-3456. Please refer to the ENV website for reporting a spill 
requirements. 
 

https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/crbc/crbc/187_2017
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/crbc/crbc/187_2017
https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/environment/air-land-water/spills-environmental-emergencies/report-a-spill
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This letter does not constitute approval by any other agency with jurisdiction over this matter.  
This letter does not authorize entry upon, crossing over, or use for any purpose of private or 
Crown lands or works, unless and except as authorized by the owner of such lands or works. 
The responsibility for obtaining such authority rests with the CRD.  
 
This letter is issued pursuant to the provisions of the Environmental Management Act to ensure 
compliance with Section 120(3) of that statute, which makes it an offence to discharge waste, 
from a prescribed industry or activity, without proper authorization. It is also the responsibility 
of the CRD to ensure that all activities conducted under this letter are carried out with regard to 
the rights of third parties, and comply with other applicable legislation that may be in force. 
 
This decision may be appealed to the Environmental Appeal Board in accordance with Part 8 of 
the Environmental Management Act. An appeal must be delivered 30 days from the date that the 
notice of this decision is given. For further information, please contact the Environmental 
Appeal Board at 250-387-3464.  
 
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Senior Environmental 
Protection Officer, Melanie Mamoser by email at melanie.mamoser@gov.bc.ca at 250-739-
8328. 
 
Yours truly, 
 
 
 
Liz Archibald 
for director, Environmental Management Act 
 
cc:  Karissa Aubie, Environment and Climate Change Canada 
 Linden Terry, B.C. Ministry of Environment and Parks 
 
  

mailto:melanie.mamoser@email.gov.bc.ca
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Appendix 1. Receiving Environment Monitoring Locations 
 

 




