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Rural Housing Program Pilot Scoping (2024) 

The Capital Regional District (CRD) Rural Housing Program is being developed with 
acknowledgement that solutions to the housing crisis in CRD’s Electoral Areas need to be tailored 
to the rural context, this is especially true for the Salt Spring Island (SSI) and Southern Gulf Islands 
(SGI) which are within the Islands Trust Area, and have a special mandate to preserve and protect 
the environment. 

The following provides an outline of a 2024 Rural Housing Program pilot project for the SSI and 
SGI Electoral Areas. 

Proposed CRD Rural Housing Program 2024 Pilot Scoping Work: 

1. Build Program to Support Pre-development Funding
• Engage stakeholders to determine opportunity and anticipate cost to support pre-

development work that includes undertaking technical studies and determining
infrastructure requirements (including on-site servicing) for multi-unit affordable housing
projects.

• Program will be modelled after the Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation Seed
Funding Program and tailored for the CRD’s Rural Housing Program (RHP) Pilot on SSI
and SGI.

• Program criteria will be based on project readiness and effective utilization of funds
towards regulatory approvals. Priority will be given to non-profit proponents of affordable
housing, with development applications under consideration by the CRD or Islands Trust,
or subdivision applications under consideration by the Ministry of Transportation and
Infrastructure.

2. Develop a Missing Middle/Accessory Dwelling Unit (ADU) Incentive Program1 to create non-
market housing across the secondary housing market (suites and cottages and missing
middle housing typologies).
• Program design will be guided by the recommendations in the “Rural Housing Pilot Project

Analysis,” (Urban Matters, 2024).
• Work in 2024 will include community engagement to test the uptake of different program

options, as well as develop criteria, program parameters, application forms, legal and
financial reviews, etc. for program roll out in 2025.

• In future years, subject to funding, the program will offer financial incentives for ADUs in
exchange for housing agreements to secure non-market units.

3. In 2024, soft launch of the RHP will be supported by existing staff and supplemented by a
program coordinator using Municipal and Regional District Tax Program funding.

1 Electoral Areas are excluded from Provincial Secondary Suite Incentive Program. 


